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Holywell Primary School

Tolpits Lane, Watford, Herts, WD18 6LL
Tel: 01923 225188 email: admin@holywell.herts.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mr Coert van Straaten MA. Ed, Dip Edu, NPQH
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Friday 14 January 2022

Dear Parents & Carers

I would like to start by wishing you all a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. | have no doubt 2022
will bring its own challenges but | am sure that we are equipped as a school community to deal with this.

It seems fitting that our focus for the half term is on “Resilience” from our School Charter. In our Whole
School Assembly on Friday we talked about what it means to be resilient and in particular we talked about
'Never giving up', 'Encouraging each other', and 'Aim for excellence'. | am looking forward to speaking to
our pupils in a few weeks’ time about their own resilience and coping strategies.

Safety Around School

| was shocked to hear this week that a car on Tolpits Lane had hit one of our pupils. Thankfully, the pupil is
absolutely fine and has now returned to school, but | must reiterate to parents that they and their children
should ensure that they use the pedestrian crossing on Tolpits Lane at all times. In addition, they must also
use the Green Cross Code when crossing the road even though they are using the pedestrian crossing. Cars
travel at high speeds down Tolpits Lane and it only takes a second’s lapse of concentration from a driver to
cause an accident. Parents dropping their children and parking on the double yellow lines also causes a
hazard for other road users and pedestrians. | have written to our Local Councillor, Nigel Bell about this
accident and have requested extra notifications to warn motorists of the school, reduced speed limits
around school and we will also teach pupils again about road safety and how to ensure that they can do
everything possible to keep themselves safe.

coviD

We have had a rise in the number of positive cases in school and especially in Year 6. We have asked that
parents test their children yesterday and this morning. Year 6, who were in one bubble because of their
boosters, are now back in two bubbles. We do not want parents to feel anxious about this; we are merely
wanting to do everything we can to ensure the safety of everyone. If your child is well, they should be in
school as normal. We will remain in bubbles for the next week and keep a close eye on the number of
cases. Self-isolation guidance has changed recently and we will update you again next week. We will keep
you informed about the latest guidance at all times.

School Start Times
Just a reminder to parents that the school gates open at 8:45 am each morning. The bell rings at 8:50 for
those pupils that are here but everyone should be in class by 8:55 when school starts.

Clubs

Our morning and after school clubs have started this week. Although the majority of Afternoon Clubs are
well attended, we still have places for the Wednesday afternoon Dodgeball and Thursday Y3 & 4 Football
Clubs. We also have a few places available for the morning clubs. Please sign up for a club via the School
Money on-line Payment system if your child would like to come along.
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Owl Visit

All children and staff in school enjoyed an owl visit on Wednesday morning. There were different types of
owls from the UK and all around the world. They sat on perches at the front of the hall while their handlers
explained interesting owl facts. Some owls then took part in flying displays. This was tremendously
exciting, as owls were flying very low and just above the children's heads! Photographs of all children with
a barn owl sitting on their shoulder will be available to buy in the next two weeks as a memento of the
experience.

Cooking Club

On Wednesday, Year 4 took part in their first Cooking Club. We made fruit skewers using apples,
bananas, strawberries, grapes and nectarines. We learnt the importance of food hygiene,
cleanliness and the use of the correct chopping board. We all took turns to practice the bridge and
claw grip to cut the fruit.

Football Match
Unfortunatey, our scheduled football match against Fairfield did not take place this week even though we
were ready and all warmed up: we will try to reschedule the match.



STAR & CHARTER CERTIFICATES

Star

Learner of Char.t.er

the Week Certificate
Reception |
Sycamore |Makanaka /Ahmed
Hawthorn Joseph Tayla-Rose
Hazel Ellie Amelia
Rowan Sarah Esther
Cedar Natasha |Khaira
Mulberry |Kaleem Amina
Chestnut |Jaida Harley
Elder Dilan Elif
Birch Margarida |And
Elm Rayya Hannah




UNICEF ARTICLE OF THE WEEK
ARTICLE 29- AIMS OF EDUCATION

The start of a new year is often a time for looking at our lives and making
promises to ourselves. The UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is a list of
promises from world leaders to all the children and young people of the world.

Why do you think education is a central part of that promise? Why does it
matter so much?
Unlcef@ ! :IE?;’L?:TING

UNITED KINGDOM ! SCH UDLS

Article 29 — Goals of education

Education must develop every child's
personality, talents and abilifies to the full.

It must encourage the child's respect for human
rights, as well as respect for their parents, their
own and other cultures, and the environment.

AIMS OF
EDUCATION

Education matters because it helps childrenand - Lesm sboutwellbeing and mentsl heaith
young people to:

Find out maore about different cultures and fraditions

Learn how to be safe and health
’ Leam how fo work as part of 8 team

Be part of & community Develop thair personality

Meat people, play and maks friends . -
Leam how fo develop their talents and ahilifies

= Develop new ways of learning (such as online leaming) )
Become independent

Learn ways to support esch other through hard times o
Leam about the world we live in

Feal inciuded and have & voica .
Leam about their rights

Access heslthy food in schaols o . .
Leam about school subjects like English. maths and science

Frepara for adult life and work



Article 29-Aims of Education.

Our students’ views about Article 29-Aims of Education.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
SPRING TERM 2022

January

Monday 17" January 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) — Tennis

Monday 17 January 2022 — Reception Health Screening

Monday 17 January 2022 — After school club {3:30 ~ 4:30) — Year 5 / Year 6 Football
Tuesday 18" January 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50) — Dodgeball

Tuesday 18" January 2022 — New Entrants meeting — 11:15

Tuesday 18" January 2022 — After school club (3:30 - 4:30) — Year 1/ Year 2 Football
Wednesday 19% January 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) — Kwik Cricket
Wednesday 19" January 2022 — Year 4 Cornet Lesson (9:00 — 10:00})

Wednesday 19" January 2022 — Year 5 Ukulele lessons {1:30 — 3:00)

Wednesday 19" January 2022 — After school club (3:30 — 4:30) — KS2 Dodgeball
Wednesday 19" January 2021 — After school Cooking Club (3:30 — 4:30)

Thursday 207 January 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50) — Tennis

Thursday 20 January 2022 - Year 3 Rowan Swimming

Thursday 20 January 2022 — After school club (3:30 —4:30) - Year 3 / Year 4 Football
Friday 21% January 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — §:50} — Handball

Friday 21 January 2022 - Y5 Elder School Assembly — Burns Night

Monday 24" January 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50) — Tennis

Monday 24" January 2022 — After school club (3:30 —4:30) — Year 5 / Year 6 Football
Tuesday 25" January 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50} — Dodgeball

Tuesday 25" January 2022 — Wizard theatre

Tuesday 25™ January 2022 — New Entrants meeting — 11:15

Tuesday 25 January 2022 - After school club (3:30 —4:30} — Year 1 / Year 2 Football
Wednesday 26 January 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50) — Kwik Cricket
Wednesday 26 January 2022 — Year 4 Cornet Lesson {9:00 — 10:00)

Wednesday 26 January 2022 — Year 5 Ukulele lessons (1:30 — 3:00)

Wednesday 26" January 2022 — After schoo! club {3:30 — 4:30) — K52 Dodgeball
Wednesday 26" January 2021 — After school Cooking Club {3:30 — 4:30)

Thursday 27'* January 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) — Tennis

Thursday 27" January 2022 - Year 3 Rowan Swimming

Thursday 27" January 2022 ~ After school club (3:30 —4:30) — Year 3 / Year 4 Football
Friday 28% January 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50) — Handball

Friday 28! January 2022 — Y4 Cedar Assembly — Chinese New Year

Contd/ eeveeveccaranns




Monday 31% January 2022 -~ Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) ~ Tennis
Monday 31° January 2022 — After school club (3:30 — 4:30) - Year 5 / Year 6 Football

February

Tuesday 1% February 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50) — Dodgeball

Tuesday 1% February 2022 - Wizard theatre

Tuesday 1% February 2022 — New Entrants meeting — 11:15

Tuesday 1% February 2022 — After school club {3:30 — 4:30) - Year 1 / Year 2 Football
Wednesday 2™ February 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) — Kwik Cricket
Wednesday 2" February 2022 — Year 4 Cornet Lesson (9:00 — 10:00)

Wednesday 2™ February 2022 — Year 5 Ukulele lessons (1:30 — 3:00)

Wednesday 2™ February 2022 — After school club {3:30 — 4:30) — KS2 Dodgeball
Wednesday 2™ February 2021 — Afterschool Cooking Club (3:30 — 4:30)

Thursday 3™ February 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) — Tennis

Thursday 3™ February 2022 - Year 3 Swimming starts — Rowan class

Thursday 3" February 2022 - After school club (3:30 — 4:30) — Year 3 / Year 4 Football
Friday 4" February 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) — Handball

Friday 4" February 2022 — Y4 Mulberry School Assembly — Internet Safety Day
Friday 4" February 2022 — Year 6 Mayan Workshop _

Friday 4" February 2022 - Football Match U11 — Holywell v Bromet (3:15pm)
Monday 7" — Friday 11" February 2022 — Festival of learning week

Monday 7™ — Friday 11" February 2022 — Feeling Good Week

Monday 7" February 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) — Tennis

Monday 7" February 2022 — After school club (3:30 —4:30) - Year 5/ Year 6 Football
Monday 7 February 2022 - The Grove Academy v Holywell Primary football U11 match (3:30)
Tuesday 8™ February 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 — 8:50) — Dodgeball

Tuesday 8% February 2022 - Wizard theatre

Tuesday 8™ February 2022 — New Entrants meeting — 11:15

Tuesday 8™ February 2022 — After school club (3:30 —4:30) — Year 1/ Year 2 Football
Tuesday 8" February 2022 — Parents evening 15:30 — 18:00

Tuesday 8" February 2022 —~ Governors meeting {6:30)

Wednesday 9 February 2022 — Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50) - Kwik Cricket
Wednesday 9™ February 2022 - Year 4 Cornet Lesson {9:00 — 10:00)

Wednesday 9t February 2022 — Year 5 Ukulele lessons {1:30 — 3:00)

Wednesday 9" February 2021 - Holywell v St Anthony's U11 - Netbal! Match {Home)
Wednesday 9™ February 2022 — After school club (3:30 — 4:30) — KS2 Dodgeball
Wednesday 9'" February 2021 — After school Cooking Club (3:30 ~ 4:30)




Thursday 10" February 2022 — Morning Club {7:50 - 8:50) — Tennis

Thursday 10" February 2022 - Year 3 Rowan Swimming

Thursday 10™ February 2022 — After school club (3:30 — 4:30) — Year 3 / Year 4 Football
Thursday 10™ February 2022 ~ Parents Evening 17:00 — 19:30

Friday 11'" February 2022 ~ Morning Club (7:50 — 8:50) — Handball

Friday 11" February 2022 ~ Y3 Rowan Assembly - Resilience

HALF TERM
Monday 14" — Friday 18" February 2022




