Holywell Primary School

Tolpits Lane, Watford, Herts, WD18 6LL
Tel: 01923 225188 email: admin@holywell.herts.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mr Coert van Straaten MA. Ed, Dip Edu, NPQH
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Tuesday 13th June 2023

Dear Parents,

| am writing to inform you that our Ofsted report is now available on our school website. As you can
imagine we are disappointed with the outcome of the inspection. We are however, very pleased about the
many positives that Ofsted have identified, and particularly how they described our school.

What Ofsted said about our school:

Holywell is a friendly school. Pupils enjoy coming to school. They feel safe, and they enjoy playing with their
friends. Pupils know what bullying is. They trust staff to deal with issues if they occur.

Pupils have a strong understanding that everyone is equal. They play their full part in making Holywell a
welcoming school. They are kind and supportive in helping new pupils to settle in. Pupils learn about rights
and responsibilities. They put what they know into practice to make a positive difference to their
community. Pupils take on responsibilities such as becoming school councillors or house captains, as well as
carrying out activities like litter picking.

Leaders have high ambitions for pupils. They learn from a curriculum that interests them. However, the
quality of education they receive is not consistently good. Pupils do not always get enough opportunities to
practise what they study. This means that some do not make the progress they should.

Most pupils have positive attitudes to learning. They listen carefully and follow instructions. Most pupils
behave with respect and tolerance. However, some pupils are not supported to make the most appropriate
behaviour choices, so poor behaviour reoccurs.

During their visit, Ofsted looked in detail at English, Reading, Maths, Science, and History as subjects. They
spent time looking at the provision for SEND pupils and the provision for pupils in Reception.

We are already making improvements in many areas and will continue to work closely with the local
authority and governors on the areas that have been identified. We are all aware of the challenges that this
will bring, but are focused on making continual improvements for the provision of our pupils. We will keep
you up to date with developments and are keen for you to come in to school to see the progress we are
making.

With this letter, | also include a letter from the Governing Body for information.
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Mrs Keshiro and | will be available both before and after school to answer any questions you may have.

I would like to assure you that all the staff at Holywell are committed to supporting each child to reach their

full patential.

Yoursfaithfully

i

C van Straaten




