Holywell Primary School

Tolpits Lane, Watford, Herts, WD18 6LL
Tel: 01923 225188 email: admin@holywell.herts.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mr Coert van Straaten MA. Ed, Dip Edu, NPQH

Dear Parents and Carers,

The governors are writing to inform you that Holywell has been judged by Ofsted to be ‘requires
improvement’ in our latest inspection, which took place on 19 and 20 April 2023.

As you can imagine, as a school we are disappointed in this grading — however as a Governing Body, we
are ambitious for our school, and are determined to deliver the highest possible standards of education
for our students. Whilst we do accept the judgement, we do not believe that this judgement truly reflects
the hard work and expertise our staff put into our school each day.

The inspection assessment breakdown can be found below and in the report:

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement
The quality of education Requires improvement
Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement
Personal development Good

Leadership and management Requires improvement
Early years provision Requires improvement

You can access the report in full here: http://www.holywell.herts.sch.uk/our-school/ofsted/

We think it is important to draw your attention to the following positive feedback the school received by

Ofsted:
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Holywell is a friendly school - pupils enjoy coming to school and feel safe, have a strong
understanding that everyone is equal, and are kind and supportive.

The safeguarding arrangements are effective, with staff receiving up-to-date training and knowing
how to spot and report concerns promptly.

The curriculum has been adjusted to be broad, ambitious, and meet students' interests and
needs.

Leaders continue to identify the needs of pupils with SEND and forge positive relationships with
them.

Pupils learn about the world around them, different faiths, and lifestyles.

Pupils are taught how to stay safe in the real world and online, and they know who to talk to if
they have worries or concerns.

Governors now prioritize holding leaders accountable for the quality of education and are working
on a strategic approach to school improvements.
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Next Steps

Although the report identifies a number of areas for improvement, the school's senior leadership is already
taking steps to address these areas and have been working closely with HFL Education on developing an
action plan — aligning this closely with the school improvement plan.

Areas for improvement, which are in the process of being implemented include, but are not limited to, the
following:

e Curriculum planning and implementation
e Enhanced support for all students through adapting the curriculum to meet their needs.
e Ongoing assessment and improvement

e Teaching staff development

The governors fully support the leadership team and are committed to making positive changes for our
students. We are determined to make this happen with speed and would appreciate all your support.

Your voice is important to us. As governors we will be inviting parents and carers into the school, to meet us
informally during the summer and autumn terms. This will be an opportunity for you to ask questions about
the report and learn about the actions we are taking. Please look out for details in upcoming newsletters.

Thank you

We appreciate your continued support and thank you to those who completed Ofsted's Parent View survey.
Your feedback is important to us, and we will carefully consider every comment to improve the school.

If you have any questions about this result specifically, please contact
ofstedresponse@holywell.herts.sch.uk and a member of the governing body will get back in touch with
you.

Best wishes and thank you for your continued support.

The Holywell Primary School Governors
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